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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1600

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Probst,
Ander son, Maxwel |, and Roberts)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 17/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to elementary math specialists; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 410 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that significant
changes have been made in recent years to inprove Washington's
mat hemati cs standards. Additional mathematics coursework, at a nore
rigorous level, wll be required for high school graduation. Efforts
to increase the rigor of high school mathematics will ultimtely not be
successful unless students in elenentary and m ddl e school are better
prepared in mathematics. Successful preparation is nore likely to
occur if students have the opportunity to receive instruction froma
teacher with proficiency in both mathematics content and effective
instructional nethods in mathematics for elenentary and m ddl e school
st udent s. It is the legislature's intent to encourage elenentary
teachers who enjoy and excel in mathematics to becone specialists, and
to encourage school districts to assign these specialists to teach
el ementary and mddle school mathematics, thereby transmtting both
their expertise and their enthusiasmfor the subject to their students.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) For the purposes of this section, an elenentary mathematics
specialist is a certificated teacher who has denonstrated at | east the
foll ow ng know edge and skills:

(a) Enhanced nmat hematics content know edge and skills necessary to
provide students in grades kindergarten through eight a deep
understanding of the essential academc learning requirenents and
performance expectations i n mat hemati cs;

(b) Know edge and skills in a variety of instructional strategies
for teachi ng mat hematics content; and

(c) Know edge and skills in instructional strategies targeted for
students struggling with mat hemati cs.

(2) The | egislature encourages the professional educator standards
board to develop standards for and adopt a specialty endorsenent for
el ementary mat hematics specialists as defined under this section.

(3) School districts nmay work with | ocal coll eges and universities,
educator preparation prograns, and educational service districts to
devel op and offer training and professional devel opnment opportunities
in the know edge and skills necessary for a teacher to be considered an
el emrentary mat hemati cs speciali st under this section.

(4) School districts are encouraged to use elenentary nmathematics
specialists for direct instruction of students using an itinerant
teacher nodel where the specialist rotates fromclassroomto classroom
wi thin the school
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